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LIKE NO OTHER CONNECTION
Harnessing Innovation: At the Cutting Edge for the Warfighter
November 18, 2026 (evolving agenda)



	TIME
	AGENDA FOR PROGRAM 11.18.2026 

	0815
	Welcome & Introductions:
Ms. Bonnie M. Green, Executive Director, The Patuxent Partnership
Mr. Steve Spehn, Science & Technology Advisor, The Patuxent Partnership

	0830
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Ms. Sabra Horne, Entrepreneur-in-Residence at BMNT Inc. and author of Creating Innovation Navigators (confirmed) 

	0930
	Mr. Dan Ermer, Deputy Assistant Secretary of War for Prototyping and Experimentation (Pending)

	1015
	Coffee Break/Networking

	1030
	Panel: Applied Innovation for Rapid Solutions 
Mr. Joe Fagan, Innovation Operations Support Manager at U.S. AFRICOM (confirmed)
Mr. Robert Leonard, BMNT (SOF RACR ) (confirmed)
Dr. Thomas Walls, Principal Scientist for Autonomous EO/IR IRST, Naval Research Lab (confirmed)

	1140
	Panel: Innovation: A Chief Technology Officer’s Perspective 
Moderator: Rick Tarr, Director, Technology Transfer Office, NAWCAD (confirmed)
Dr. Theresa Schafer, CTO, NAWCAD (confirmed)
Dr. Phillip Cole, Director, Technology Partnerships & Rapid Transition, NSWC Indian Head (confirmed)
Dr. Elissa Trueman, CTO, NSWC Carderock (confirmed)
Parker Page, NSWC Dahlgren (confirmed)
Industry Partner (confirmed)

	1240
	LUNCH

	1340
	DIU** (see below)

	1425
	Panel: Innovation in Industry 
Moderator: TBD 
Northrop Grumman Corp: Carolyn Abrenica, Director of Programs, Autonomous Collaborative Platforms - Northrop Grumman Aeronautics Systems (confirmed)
Boeing (invited) 
Shield AI: J.J. Cummings, Director for Strategic Engagement, Navy (confirmed) 
Anduril: Drew Thomson, Senior Director, Strategic Growth (confirmed)

	1525
	Coffee Break/Networking

	1540
	Lt Col Jared “CLiF” Bindl, Chief Innovation Officer, USAFRICOM

	1625
	Closing comments by Bonnie Green


*Ms. Horne will be available to sign her book, Creating Innovation Navigators.
**Attendees can sign up for 15-minute one-on-one sessions with representatives from various government organizations to discuss innovative concepts and technologies. Organizations invited include NAWCAD, NSWC Dahlgren, USAFRICOM, and the Defense Innovation Unit (DIU).
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